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Killing our babies  

Anti-pesticide activists are perpetuating malaria and killing Africans  

Fiona Kobusingye-Boynes 

Finally, the World Health Organization and Uganda’s Health Ministry are again emphasizing DDT and other insecticides to 
control a disease that kills 110,000 Ugandans every year.  

But instead of applauding the decision, anti-pesticide activists are attacking it with scare stories and lies. Every day that Paul 
Saoke, Physicians for Social Responsibility, Pesticide Action Network and their allies keep our health officials from ending 
malaria, another 300 Ugandan babies and mothers go to their graves. It’s like sending a jetliner filled with children and mothers 
crashing into the Rwenzori Mountains every day. 

Even Environmental Defense, which started the anti-DDT war four decades ago, now says this chemical keeps mosquitoes out 
of homes and should be used for malaria control. But attacking insecticides is the reason PSR and PAN exist. It’s their key to 
fund raising and job security. So they haven’t budged – and poor Africans are paying the price.  

Africans need to know the truth, and activists need to stop lying and killing our babies.  

DDT does things no other weapon, at any price, can do. Sprayed in tiny amounts once or twice a year on inside walls of homes, 
it keeps 90% of mosquitoes from even entering, prevents those that do come in from biting, and slashes malaria rates by 75 
percent. Since DDT is no longer used in agriculture, mosquitoes are unlikely to become resistant to it, and even those that are 
immune to its killing properties are kept away by its repellant effects.  

This deadly but preventable disease infects over 400 million Africans annually, and kills nearly 2 million. In Kenya alone, 
malaria costs 170 million lost working days annually.  It enslaves our continent, prevents people from working, keeps tourists 
and investors from coming to Africa, and reduces the continent’s economic productivity by billions of dollars a year.  

Any responsible organization would support doing everything possible to reduce malaria. Instead, these activist groups worry 
about imaginary risks from the best weapon in our arsenal. They tell us we should be more concerned about supposed dangers 
of DDT that are microscopic compared to dangers inflicted on Africa by mosquitoes.  

Their claims about reduced lactation in nursing mothers, low birth weights in babies and impaired immune systems in children 
are pure speculation. No scientific study ever proved any of them. Malaria, however, absolutely does cause these problems.  

Mr. Saoke says a new study shows DDT causes “massive IQ loss in children.” That is false. Professor Brenda Eskenazi claims 
test scores were a few points below normal in young children whose mothers had been exposed to huge amounts of DDT 
during pregnancy – but the problem may disappear by the time the children enter school. Other researchers have found no such 
harm from DDT.  

Moreover, her findings are based on DDT use in agriculture. They are irrelevant to disease control programs that spray tiny 
amounts of DDT on walls. And the permanent brain damage caused by malaria is far worse than the problems Eskenazi found.  

PSR and PAN claim DDT causes cancer. But millions of soldiers and civilians were sprayed with DDT during and after World 
War II, to prevent malaria and typhus. Millions of Americans were exposed to large amounts of DDT, when the US used it for 
malaria control and crop spraying. No study ever found that any of these people got cancer as a result.  

Claims that DDT causes fertility problems have one goal: generating fear. Hundreds of millions of homes have been sprayed 
with DDT to control disease. There has been no documented increase of Parkinson’s disease, lower sperm counts, drops in 
fertility, or reduced male sexual performance, says Professor Donald Roberts, one of the world’s foremost authorities on DDT 
and malaria. 



Claims of environmental harm stem from widespread DDT use in agriculture, but even most of those claims were later refuted. 
Bird eggshell thinning, for instance, was due to studies that gave birds calcium-deficient diets. US bald eagle populations were 
reduced not by DDT, but by illegal hunting.  

The European Union will not impose trade sanctions on countries that use DDT for disease control in accord with the 
Stockholm Convention, EU Commission President Barroso recently said. Moreover, only individual shipments with DDT 
levels above prescribed tolerance levels would be affected. Carefully conducted indoor spraying programs will ensure that this 
doesn’t happen.  

The Stockholm Convention specifically allows DDT for disease control, and will continue to do so until an effective alternative 
is found. So far, no other chemical comes close to DDT for keeping mosquitoes out of homes and preventing them from biting. 
And neither PAN nor PSR has ever contributed even one shilling toward finding a substitute – even though they spend millions 
a year attacking DDT and other insecticides, and perpetuating disease and death.   

Africans can worry about make-believe risks cited by insecticide-hating activist groups – and continue enduring disease, death 
and poverty from malaria. Or we can embrace DDT as a vital weapon, and begin controlling this Killer Disease.  

We are wise enough to know what to do. We need to be allowed to make our own decisions, and not be bullied or lied to by 
irresponsible organizations like Physicians for “Social Responsibility” or Pesticide Action Network. 

----------- 

Fiona Kobusingye-Boynes is coordinator of Congress of Racial Equality Uganda, and a malaria survivor who has lost many 
friends and family members to the disease. She recently testified before her country’s parliament on the need to control 
malaria. 

 
  
Norman Borlaug Biography Highlights a Man 
Whose Innovations Have Helped Feed Billions--Literally 
http://www.tcsdaily.com/article.aspx?id=101906C 
Borlaug's life and labors are a model of how to care for people and the earth simultaneously. 
  
Swedish Climate Conference Hears All Sides 
http://www.onlineopinion.com.au/view.asp?article=5006 
ISA's "Call to Truth" endorser Bob Carter reports on "Global Warming--Scientific Controversies in Climate 
Variability," an international seminar hosted by the Royal Institute of Technology in Stockholm, Sweden, September 
11-12, 2006. 
  
Pennsylvania Council of Churches Call for 
Adoption of California Vehicle Standards 
In a form letter to its state legislators (sent to us by e-mail), the Pennsylvania Council of Church asks them to 
support adoption of California's vehicle emissions standards as a means of mitigating global warming. There are 
plenty of good reasons to support low-emissions standards for vehicles, but fighting global wamring isn't one of 
them. Even proponents of Kyoto estimate that full compliance would lower global temperature in 2050 by at most 
about 0.2 degree C, and a cost running from $200B to $1T every year. That's just not a good value. 
  
No, We Don't Need a Manhattan Project for Energy 
http://www.tcsdaily.com/article.aspx?id=101706A 
  
LA Times Reports Democrats Using Evangelical Global 
Warming Alarmists to Further Their Political Aims 
http://www.latimes.com/news/politics/la-na-warming19oct19,0,7028600.story?coll=la-home-headlines 
  
A Good Summary of Major Breakthroughs in 
Global Warming Science in 2006, from EPW 
Web link: http://epw.senate.gov/pressitem.cfm?party=rep&id=264777 



The following press release from Senate Environment & Public Works Committee staffer Matt Dempsey neatly 
summarizes some important cracks--no, canyons--in manmade catastrophic global warming hypothesis during 
2006. 
 
Decorated Scientist Defects From Belief in 
Global Warming – Caps Year of Vindication for Skeptics 
 
Washington DC - One of the most decorated French geophysicists has 
converted from a believer in manmade catastrophic global warming to a 
climate skeptic.  This latest defector from the global warming camp 
caps a year in which numerous scientific studies have bolstered the 
claims of climate skeptics.  Scientific studies that debunk the dire 
predictions of human-caused global warming have continued to 
accumulate and many believe the new science is shattering the 
media-promoted scientific "consensus" on climate alarmism. 
 
Claude Allegre, a former government official and an active member of 
France's Socialist Party, wrote an editorial on September 21, 2006 in 
the French newspaper L'Express titled "The Snows of Kilimanjaro" 
detailing his newfound skepticism about manmade global warming. See: 
http://www.lexpress.fr/idees/tribunes/dossier/allegre/dossier.asp?ida=451670 
Allegre wrote that the "cause of climate change remains unknown" and 
pointed out that Kilimanjaro is not losing snow due to global warming, 
but to local land use and precipitation changes.  Allegre also pointed 
out that studies show that Antarctic snowfall rate has been stable 
over the past 30 years and the continent is actually gaining ice. 
 
"Following the month of August experienced by the northern half of 
France, the prophets of doom of global warming will have a lot on 
their plate in order to make our fellow countrymen swallow their 
certitudes," Allegre wrote. He also accused proponents of manmade 
catastrophic global warming of being motivated by money, noting that 
"the ecology of helpless protesting has become a very lucrative 
business for some people!" 
 
Allegre, a member of both the French and U.S. Academy of Sciences, had 
previously expressed concern about manmade global warming. "By burning 
fossil fuels, man enhanced the concentration of carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere which has raised the global mean temperature by half a 
degree in the last century," Allegre wrote 20 years ago. In addition, 
Allegre was one of 1500 scientists who signed a November 18, 1992 
letter titled "World Scientists' Warning to Humanity" in which the 
scientists warned that global warming's "potential risks are very 
great." See: http://homepages.ihug.co.nz/~sai/sciwarn.html 
 
Allegre has authored more than 100 scientific articles, written 11 
books and received numerous scientific awards including the 
Goldschmidt Medal from the Geochemical Society of the United States. 
 
Allegre's conversion to a climate skeptic comes at a time when global 
warming alarmists have insisted that there is a "consensus" about 
manmade global warming. Proponents of global warming have ratcheted up 
the level of rhetoric on climate skeptics recently. An environmental 
magazine in September called for Nuremberg-style trials for global 
warming skeptics and CBS News "60 Minutes" correspondent Scott Pelley 
compared skeptics to "Holocaust deniers." See: 
http://www.epw.senate.gov/fact.cfm?party=rep&id=264568  & 
http://www.cbsnews.com/blogs/2006/03/22/publiceye/entry1431768.shtml 
In addition, former Vice President Al Gore has repeatedly referred to 
skeptics as "global warming deniers." 



 
This increase in rhetorical flourish comes at a time when new climate 
science research continues to unravel the global warming alarmists' 
computer model predictions of future climatic doom and vindicate 
skeptics. 
 
60 Scientists Debunk Global Warming Fears 
 
Earlier this year, a group of prominent scientists came forward to 
question the so-called "consensus" that the Earth faces a "climate 
emergency." On April 6, 2006, 60 scientists wrote a letter to the 
Canadian Prime Minister asserting that the science is deteriorating 
from underneath global warming alarmists. 
 
"Observational evidence does not support today's computer climate 
models, so there is little reason to trust model predictions of the 
future…Significant [scientific] advances have been made since the 
[Kyoto] protocol was created, many of which are taking us away from a 
concern about increasing greenhouse gases. If, back in the mid-1990s, 
we knew what we know today about climate, Kyoto would almost certainly 
not exist, because we would have concluded it was not necessary," the 
60 scientists wrote. See: 
http://www.canada.com/nationalpost/financialpost/story.html?id=3711460e-bd5a-475d-a6be-4db87559d605 
 
"It was only 30 years ago that many of today's global-warming 
alarmists were telling us that the world was in the midst of a 
global-cooling catastrophe. But the science continued to evolve, and 
still does, even though so many choose to ignore it when it does not 
fit with predetermined political agendas," the 60 scientists 
concluded. 
 
In addition, an October 16, 2006 Washington Post article titled 
"Climate Change is Nothing New" echoed the sentiments of the 60 
scientists as it detailed a new study of the earth's climate history. 
The Washington Post article by reporter Christopher Lee noted that 
Indiana University geologist Simon Brassell found climate change 
occurred during the age of dinosaurs and quoted Brassell questioning 
the accuracy of computer climate model predictions. 
 
"If there are big, inherent fluctuations in the system, as 
paleoclimate studies are showing, it could make determining the 
Earth's climatic future even harder than it is," Brassell said. See: 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/10/15/AR2006101500672.html 
 
Global Cooling on the Horizon? 
 
In August, Khabibullo Abdusamatov, a scientist who heads the space 
research sector for the Russian Academy of Sciences, predicted 
long-term global cooling may be on the horizon due to a projected 
decrease in the sun's output. See: 
http://en.rian.ru/russia/20060825/53143686.html 
 
Sun's Contribution to Warming 
 
There have also been recent findings in peer-reviewed literature over 
the last few years showing that the Antarctic is getting colder and 
the ice is growing and a new 2006 study in Geophysical Research 
Letters found that the sun was responsible for up to 50% of 
20th-century warming. See: 
http://www.agu.org/pubs/crossref/2006/2006GL027142.shtml 



 
"Global Warming" Stopped in 1998 
 
Paleoclimate scientist Bob Carter has noted that there is indeed a 
problem with global warming – it stopped in 1998. "According to 
official temperature records of the Climate Research Unit at the 
University of East Anglia in the UK, the global average temperature 
did not increase between 1998-2005. "…this eight-year period of 
temperature stasis did coincide with society's continued power station 
and SUV-inspired pumping of yet more carbon dioxide into the 
atmosphere," noted paleoclimate researcher and geologist Bob Carter of 
James Cook University in Australia in an April 2006 article titled 
"There is a problem with global warming... it stopped in 1998." See: 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/main.jhtml?xml=/opinion/2006/04/09/do0907.xml&sSheet=/news/2006/04/09/ixw
orld.html 
 
"Global?" Warming Misnamed - Southern Hemisphere Not Warming 
 
In addition, new NASA satellite tropospheric temperature data reveals 
that the Southern Hemisphere has not warmed in the past 25 years 
contrary to "global warming theory" and modeling.  This new Southern 
Hemisphere data raises the specter that the use of the word "global" 
in "global warming" may not be accurate. A more apt moniker for the 
past 25 years may be "Northern Hemisphere" warming. See: 
http://motls.blogspot.com/2006/09/southern-hemisphere-ignores-global.html 
 
Alaska Cooling 
 
According to data released on July 14, 2006 from the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), the January through June Alaska 
statewide average temperature was "0.55F (0.30C) cooler than the 
1971-2000 average."  See: 
http://www.publicaffairs.noaa.gov/releases2006/jul06/noaa06-065.html 
 
Oceans Cooling 
 
Another bombshell to hit the global warming alarmists and their 
speculative climate modeling came in a September article in the 
Geophysical Research Letters which found that over 20% of the heat 
gained in the oceans since the mid-1950s was lost in just two years. 
The former climatologist for the state of Colorado, Roger Pielke, Sr., 
noted that the sudden cooling of the oceans "certainly indicates that 
the multi-decadal global climate models have serious issues with their 
ability to accurately simulate the response of the climate system to 
human- and natural-climate forcings." See: 
http://climatesci.atmos.colostate.edu/2006/09/ 
 
Light Hurricane Season & Early Winter 
 
Despite predictions that 2006 would bring numerous tropical storms, 
2006's surprisingly light hurricane season and the record early start 
of this year's winter in many parts of the U.S. have further put a 
damper on the constant doomsaying of the global warming alarmists and 
their media allies. 
 
Droughts Less Frequent 
 
Other new studies have debunked many of the dubious claims made by the 
global warming alarmists. For example, the claim that droughts would 
be more frequent, severe and wide ranging during global warming, has 



now being exposed as fallacious. A new paper in Geophysical Research 
Letters authored by Konstantinos Andreadis and Dennis Lettenmaier 
finds droughts in the U.S. becoming "shorter, less frequent and cover 
a small portion of the country over the last century." 
http://www.worldclimatereport.com/index.php/2006/10/13/where-are-the-droughts 
 
Global Warming Will Not Lead to Next Ice Age 
 
Furthermore, recent research has shown that fears that global warming 
could lead to the next ice age, as promoted in the 2004 Hollywood 
movie "The Day After Tomorrow" are also unsupportable. A 2005 media 
hyped study "claimed to have found a 30 percent slowdown in the 
thermohaline circulation, the results are published in the very 
prestigious Nature magazine, and the story was carried breathlessly by 
the media in outlets around the world…Less than a year later, two 
different research teams present convincing evidence [ in Geophysical 
Research Letters ] that no slowdown is occurring whatsoever," 
according to Virginia State Climatologist Patrick Michaels, editor of 
the website World Climate Report. See: 
http://www.worldclimatereport.com/index.php/2006/10/13/overturning-ocean-hype 
 
'Hockey Stick' Broken in 2006 
 
The "Hockey Stick" temperature graph's claim that the 1990's was the 
hottest decade of the last 1000 years was found to be unsupportable by 
the National Academy of Sciences and many independent experts in 2006. 
See: http://www.epw.senate.gov/pressitem.cfm?party=rep&id=257697 
 
Study Shows Greenland's Ice Growing 
 
A 2005 study by a scientist named Ola Johannessen and his colleagues 
showed that the interior of Greenland is gaining ice mass. See: 
http://www.co2science.org/scripts/CO2ScienceB2C/articles/V8/N44/C1.jsp 
that Also, according to the International Arctic Research Institute, 
despite all of the media hype, the Arctic was warmer in the 1930's 
than today. 
 
Polar Bears Not Going Extinct 
 
Despite Time Magazine and the rest of the media's unfounded hype, 
polar bears are not facing a crisis, according to  biologist Dr. 
Mitchell Taylor from the Arctic government of Nunavut. "Of the 13 
populations of polar bears in Canada, 11 are stable or increasing in 
number. They are not going extinct, or even appear to be affected at 
present," Taylor wrote on May 1, 2006.  See: 
http://www.thestar.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=thestar/Layout/Article_Type1&c=Article&cid=11464
33819696&call_pageid=970599119419 
 
Media Darling James Hansen Hypes Alarmism 
 
As all of this new data debunking climate alarmism mounts, the 
mainstream media chooses to ignore it and instead focus on the dire 
predictions of the number-one global warming media darling, NASA's 
James Hansen. The increasingly alarmist Hansen is featured frequently 
in the media to bolster sky-is-falling climate scare reports.  His 
recent claim that the Earth is nearing its hottest point in one 
million years has been challenged by many scientists.  See: 
http://www.co2science.org/scripts/CO2ScienceB2C/articles/V9/N39/EDITB.jsp 
Hansen's increasingly frightening climate predictions follow his 2003 
concession that the use of "extreme scenarios" was an appropriate 



tactic to drive the public's attention to the urgency of global 
warming. See: http://naturalscience.com/ns/articles/01-16/ns_jeh6.html 
Hansen also received a $250,000 grant form Teresa Heinz's Foundation 
and then subsequently endorsed her husband John Kerry for President 
and worked closely with Al Gore to promote his movie, "An Inconvenient 
Truth." See: http://www.heinzawards.net/speechDetail.asp?speechID=6  & 
http://www.columbia.edu/~jeh1/dai_complete.pdf 
 
American People Rejecting Global Warming Alarmism 
 
The global warming alarmists may have significantly overplayed their 
hand in the climate debate.  A Los Angeles Times/Bloomberg poll this 
August found that most Americans do not attribute the cause of any 
recent severe weather events to global warming, and the portion of 
Americans who believe that climate change is due to natural 
variability has increased over 50% in the last five years. 
  

 
Clarification 
  
In the October 16 issue of this newsletter I published a string of e-mails about the discovery that a programming 
error had left out high-altitude humidity data from worldwide databases that are integral to climate modeling. ISA 
"Call to Truth" endorsers Fred Singer, President of the Science and Environmental Policy Project (www.sepp.org) 
and former director of the U.S. Weather Satellite Service, asked Hugh Ellsaesser, meteorologist, atmospheric 
physicist, formerly of the Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, what he thought might be the significance of the 
finding. Dr. Ellsaesser replied, "I would not expect this to have a noticeable efffect. We have got by for years 
without humidity data at these altitudes and the actual moisture at these levels is so small I doublt that it would 
have a significant effect on radiation transfer. If anything it would increase the outgoing IR from the planet and thus 
presumable reduce any warming shown by the models." Many thanks to both Drs. Singer and Ellsaesser for 
this helpful comment. While, granted our general rejection of global warming alarmism (which we share with both 
Drs. Singer and Ellsaesser), our report of the findings might have been interpreted to imply that past estimates of 
global average temperature were consequently significantly wrong, either too high or too low, that was not our 
point. The point was summarized by meteorologist Charles Clough in the e-mail string: "This problem, of course, is 
but a tiny piece of the big climate puzzle, but it serves to illustrate the limitations of climate science. . . . . A simple 
software setting has been eliminating high-altitude humidity data all around the globe--data that play a role in 
radiative heat transfer in all climate modeling.  Do we really want to squander wealth needed in poor societies on 
model deductions that are this vulnerable?" 

 
Bill Moyers 
  
In the October 9 issue of this newsletter I reported my recollections of a conversation with Bill Moyers prior to a 
taping of an interview for his PBS special "Is God Green?" Mr. Moyers through his attorney challenged that report 
as being defamatory of Mr. Moyers. My response, through counsel, follows: 
  
    Your letter of October 18, 2006, to Interfaith Stewardship Alliance and your letter of October 19, 2006, to Dr. E. 
Calvin Beisner have been sent to me by my clients for reply. 
  
    I have carefully examined the language in the Interfaith Stewardship Alliance Newsletter dated October 9, 2006, 
that you contend in your October 18 letter is defamatory of your client, Bill Moyers. My examination of that language 
in the light of applicable United States Supreme Court opinions and those from other jurisdictions as well as major 
treatises on defamation forces me to the opinion that the language is not legally capable of a defamatory meaning. I 
would be pleased to review any authority you have that you believe supports your position. 
  
    Dr. Beisner is troubled by the fracturing of the relationship with your client and desires to attempt to restore that 
relationship outside of the civil courts as Christians are admonished to do in First Corinthians chapter six.  He was 
preparing to do this before he received your first letter, which necessitated his seeking legal counsel.  He sincerely 
believes that he accurately summarized in the newsletter his recollection of a private conversation with your client 
that was not recorded prior to the interview on camera.  He also believes his recollection may have been influenced 
by a conversation he and your client had on the way to the airport following the interview.  Finally, he stands by the 
opinions expressed that you challenge in your letter. 



  
    Accordingly, your demands in your letters are rejected.  Should you be able to call to my attention applicable 
authority in support of your position which is persuasive, then your demands will be reconsidered. 
While I understood from the conversation that he was a Democrat, I accept his representation that he is an 
independent.  
  
In Christ, 
Calvin 
 
E. Calvin Beisner, Ph.D. 
National Spokesman, Interfaith Stewardship Alliance, www.interfaithstewardship.org  
Associate Professor of Historical Theology and Social Ethics 
Knox Theological Seminary, 5554 N. Federal Hwy., Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33308 
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Seminary e-mail: cbeisner@knoxseminary.edu Website: www.knoxseminary.edu 
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